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Advent is a wonderful
time to come
together as a family!
Be sure to check out
our Family Resource
Center for more
devotions, activities,
and discussion
questions you can
utilize as you
celebrate the birth of
Christ with your
children!

Make Christmas Come Alive for Children

POWERSOURCE
ASK JESUS:

1. To show your children that
Christmas is an actual event

featuring people who really lived.

2. To help your family members
feel invested and involved in
Christmas celebrations.

3. To make the holiday meaningful
for your entire family.
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When we tell kids Bible “stories,”
the line between fact and fiction can
sometimes get blurry. Use these
ideas to emphasize the real-life,
real-person aspect of Christmas.

* During Advent (the four weeks
leading to Christmas), discuss
the exciting anticipation of
waiting for a special guest.

* Visit a living nativity scene,
complete with farm animals.

* As a family, create your own
interactive nativity scene, using
costumes and props to put
yourselves into the action.

* Use building blocks and toys to
create scenes from the first
Christmas (road to Bethlehem,

* Create birth announcements for
Jesus and include them with your
family’s Christmas cards.

* Make gingerbread nativity scenes.
(Marshmallows and stick pretzels
make great angels and sheep!)

* Take a “census” to relate to Joseph
and Mary. Use the questions here:
https://childrensministry.com/census

-questions/

* Make ornaments by tying red ribbon
to concrete nails. Hang them on
your Christmas tree and discuss the
fact that Jesus was born so he could
die on a tree for us.

* Have young children dictate the
Christmas account to you. Each
year, re-read them as a family.

parentlng the inn, the stable). Take a
CHRISTIAN | picture of each scene and then
sd compile a computer slideshow.

The next page contains more ways
your family can celebrate the true
reason for the Christmas season.




How to Keep Christ in Christmas

Although Jesus’ birth marks the beginning of the New Testament, he’s also
present throughout the Old Testament. In fact, the first promise of a Savior
occurs in Genesis 3, before Adam and Eve are sent from the Garden of
Eden. Throughout the Old Testament, prophets tell of a coming Messiah
who will save people from their sins. As we look forward to celebrating
again the birth of that Messiah, Jesus, we also can look forward to the day
when he’ll return to take us to live with him in heaven. What an important
message of Christmas hope to share with our children—and our world!

Pick a Pose

Read aloud Luke 2:1-20. Say: Pick one
person or object in this Bible
passage you identify with. Maybe
you’re like an angel, wanting to tell
people about Jesus. Maybe you’re a
shepherd, full of wonder. Maybe
you’re an animal, seeing but not
really participating. Or maybe you’re
the star, manger, hay...anything!

Pause. Then say: Now strike a pose
that reminds you of what you chose.
Allow time. Ask: Why did you identify
with that person or object? How do
you think the role you identified with
affect how you celebrate Christmas?

Have family members return to their
pose and silently talk with God about
Christmas and what it means to them.

Say: Believing in Jesus gives us the
gift of eternal life in heaven. There’s
no better Christmas present than
that! Close in prayer.
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Jesus’ Family Tree Gather brown
bulletin-board paper, construction
paper, scissors, markers, and tape.
Twist and shape the brown paper
into a tree trunk and branches.
Attach green leaf shapes. Cut 10
ovals from construction paper. On
each one, write an ancestor of
Jesus (see Matthew 1:2-16). Cut a
larger oval, write “Jesus” on it, and
tape it to the center of the tree.
Then tape the rest of the names in
order from the bottom up. To show
you’re part of Jesus’ family, write
each of your names on a shape
and tape those above Jesus’
name. Display the tree by your
Christmas tree.

Fear Not! Cover light switch plates
with chalkboard spray paint. Talk
about times you were scared in the
dark. Say: “When Jesus’ earthly
dad, Joseph, was afraid, an angel
visited in the night to tell him that
God was with him.” Read aloud
Matthew 1:18-23. Say: “Joseph
heard God was with him. He didn’t
need to be scared.” With glow-in-
the-dark paint, write on your switch
plates a short Bible verse about
fear (see Joshua 1:9; Psalm 23:4;
Isaiah 35:4; Matthew 6:34; and
John 14:27). Use the switch plates
as reminders to pray and not be
afraid when you turn out the light to
go to bed at night.

Walk to Bethlehem Place signs
throughout your home to help
retell the Christmas story. As you
walk, discuss the sounds Mary
and Joseph may have heard, how
tired they might have felt, where
they could have stopped for water,
and so on. Cut out five identical
triangle shapes. On each one,
write a Bible passage: Luke 1:28;
Luke 2:1; Luke 2:7; Luke 2:9-10;
and Luke 2:15. Use each triangle
to tell about that part of Jesus’
birth. At the end of the walk,
attach the triangles to form a star.

Three Gifts for Jesus Read
aloud Matthew 2:2. Say: “The wise
men gave baby Jesus gold to
show he’s a king.” Place a gold-
colored photo frame or fancy
costume jewelry under your
Christmas tree. Take turns naming
things you love about Jesus. Read
Revelation 5:8. Say: “The wise
men gave Jesus frankincense, a
spice people used when they
worshipped God.” Set an unlit
candle or other fragrant item
under the tree. Take turns offering
prayers as a gift to Jesus. Read
John 19:39-40. Say: “The wise
men brought myrrh, an ointment
put on bodies that were going to
be buried.” Set out lotion or
perfume. Take turns thanking
Jesus for dying for your sins.

“I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all
people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—
has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!”
—Luke 2:10-11, NLT



HOLLY JOLLY KITCHEN BEGINS DECEMBER 3™

In this Christmas series, preschool kids will help bake special orders in Chef Jolly’s
bakery and elementary school kids will join the set of a special, holiday cooking
show called the Holly Jolly Kitchen, as they discover the gift of Christmas that is too
wonderful for words — Jesus! On December 239, kids will experience a Christmas-
focused service that is full of fun, games, and special treats to celebrate Jesus!
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Preschool & Elementary
Need to Know Bible Story
God Can Do Anything Magl’:eG;): 32_22\”5
i el sppesrs o e
| Can Celebrate Jesus Luke 1:26-38, 2:1J-§Sol,jshisa?t%?w 1:18-25, 2:1-23

. Jesus Grows in Wisdom
| Can Be Like Jesus Luke 2:41-52

. “Thanks be to God for His gift that is too wonderful for words.”
Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 9:15 (NCV)
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Holly Jolly
Kitchen
Week 1
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Holly Jolly
Kitchen
Week 2
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Holly Jolly
Kitchen
Week 3
Tweenlife
4:30-6:30
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Holly Jolly
Kitchen
Week 4 . Christmas
Christmas Day
Eve
30 31
No Services
New Year's
Eve

For more information about LifeKids contact
Katie Efird at Katie@lifechurchnc.com or Kristine Miller at Kristine@lifechurchnc.com

Connect with us on Facebook @lifekidsnc or visit our website at www . lifechurchnc.com




